ABRUPTLY, the world is in lockdown. Many of the countries that aren\'t there yet will be there shortly.

In the UK, advice to stay at home and government restrictions have arrived more slowly than in neighbouring nations. That has sparked criticism from a number of scientists outside the government science advisory team. Such disagreement has been confusing for a public so often encouraged to trust the experts, especially in the middle of this pandemic. Who do they trust when the experts disagree?

The fact is: no one knows what the correct course of action is. Epidemiologists have a saying: "If you\'ve seen one pandemic, you\'ve seen one pandemic."

We are in an entirely novel situation, not least because coronavirus is so notably different from flu.

We will understand this pandemic only when we have more data. That is why, as countries scramble to boost their intensive care capacity, they should also listen to the advice coming from the World Health Organization to "test, test, test". As WHO assistant director general Bruce Aylward tells us in this issue: "To actually stop the virus, \[China\] had to do rapid testing of any suspect case, immediate isolation of anyone who was a confirmed or suspected case, and then quarantine the close contacts for 14 days so that they could figure out if any were infected. Those were the measures that stopped transmission in China, not the big travel restrictions and lockdowns."

"Many people are doing everything they can to limit the spread of this virus and support the most vulnerable people"

There are hard days ahead. Aylward explains that lockdown is the hard part, and effectively isolating all covid-19 cases is the really hard part. Our feature on the race for a vaccine (see page 44) reinforces the fact that there will be no quick or neat solutions to this crisis.

We are all adjusting to our new lives in the time of the coronavirus, but signs of strong community spirit are already emerging. Many people are doing everything they can, not only to limit the spread of this virus, but also to support the most vulnerable people in their communities. This is a war in which we really can all do our bit.
